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HE NATURE of the dilemma can be
stated in a three-word sentence. I am
lonely. Let me emphasize, however, that
by stating “I am lonely” I do not intend to convey
to_you the impression t k

(b God, do enjoy the love and friendship of many. I

meet people, talk, preach, argue, reason; I am
surrounded by comrades and acquaintances. And
yet, compantonship and friendship do not alleviate
the passional experience of loneliness which trails

{{'me constantly. I am lonely because at times [ feel

rejected and thrfﬁft_@-'—;{i,‘r b) Z\Zrybod), not exclud-
ing my most intimate friends, and the words of the
Psalmist, “My father and my"tnk(‘{tiicr have forsaken
me,” ring quite often in my ears like the plaintive

/‘:I\C‘,C()oing of the turtledove. 1e is a strange, alas,

absurd experience envendering charn  onoroarine
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Jpain as well as a stimu ating, cathartic feeling. |
despair because I am lonely and, hence, feel frus.
trated. On the other hand, I also feel invigorared
because this very experience of loneliness presses
everything in me into the service of God. In my
b“desolate, howling solitade’ 1 experience a growin
awareness that, to paraphrase Plotinus’s apothegm
about Prayer, this service to which I, a lonely and
solitury individual, am committed is wanted and
accepted by in His transcendenta
\Uoneliness and numinous solirude.
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